
DECONTRAMINATION
See. Act. Change.

MANUAL
Addressing

on-street hate speech



We are currently witnessing a sharp increase in 
discriminatory speech and hate speech in media dis-
course, on social media and in parliamentary poli-
tics throughout Europe - the streets, walls, buildings 
and parks of our cities are unfortunately no excep-
tion. We find many instances of this in the graffiti, 
writings, stickers and posters “adorning” our public 
spaces. The primary target of this hatred, othering, 
negative stereotyping and stigmatisation are mar-
ginalised groups such as the LGBTQIA+ community, 
asylum seekers and immigrants, people of colour 
and Muslim women, to name a few. 

ADDRESSING DISCRIMINATION AND 
HATE SPEECH IN PUBLIC SPACES

We are aware that the existence of hate speech in 
particular and discrimination towards marginalized 
groups in general is deeply rooted in ideologies and 
systems of oppression such as racism, patriarchy, 
misogyny, sexism, homophobia and nationalism. 
We therefore find it crucial to equip ourselves with 
tools and knowledge that enable us to imagine an 
alternative perspective on the world, one based on 
protecting human rights, international cooperation, 
intercultural coexistence and respect for differences 
and diversity. 



The DecontRamination Project first started in 2013 
as part of the work of the Appareo association. This 
initiative, along with the online map for document-
ing hate and discriminatory speech, was recognized 
as Good Practice by the Council of Europe’s “No 
Hate” campaign. Now the Ljubljana Pride Associa-
tion is working on reviving the project, together with 
INAR, Ireland and Loesje Berlin, Germany, as we 
recognize that not much has changed in the field of 
addressing hate speech since the formation of the 
project in 2013.

ABOUT THE PROJECT



Join us for a walk along the paths of street art, guerrilla activism and spray-paint-
ed word. 

Be contrarian and DecontRaminate Hate! With your help, we can document the 
hateful and discriminatory graffiti and writing by entering it into the DecontRam-
ination map and thus draw attention to the hate and discriminatory speech that 
occupies our streets. 

But be constructive too! Work towards generating positive, creative and proactive 
messaging and emancipatory speech!

If you come across

– hateful graffiti or writing,

– already neutralised or decontraminated hate or discriminatory speech,

take a photo and send it, alongside its location and any other information, to 
slovenija@decontramination.org.

Any and all contributions to this mapping-out of the life of our streets is extremely 
welcome and appreciated!

How can you participate:

mailto:slovenija@decontramination.org


www.dekontraminacija.org

The online DecontRamination map was created to record hateful graffiti, 
stickers and posters we recently observed all over Europe. Targets of this kind of hate 

speech are especially people who belong to marginalized groups.

Our purpose is to raise awareness of the negative consequences of hate speech, espe-
cially for young people with marginalized backgrounds 

(LGBTIQ + community, refugees and immigrants, people of colour, Muslim women ...).

DecontRamination map

http://www.dekontraminacija.org


DEGRADING LANGUAGE
Content using degrading, defamatory words/expressions to name certain social groups/indi-
viduals belonging or perceived to belong to such groups

DEGRADING IMAGES
Content diffusing degrading, defamatory pictures/images relating to certain groups/individuals 
belonging or perceived to belong to such groups

INSULTING OVERGENERALISING STATEMENTS
Content expressing insulting overgeneralising statements about certain groups/individuals be-
longing or perceived to belong to such groups

DENYING/GROSSLY TRIVIALISING HISTORICAL EVENTS
Condoning/glorifying, denying or grossly trivialising historical events relevant to certain groups

CALLING FOR LIMITING THE RIGHTS
Content calling for limiting the rights of, or otherwise discriminating against certain groups/indi-
viduals belonging or perceived to belong to such groups

CALLING FOR VIOLENT ACTS
Content calling for violent acts against certain groups/individuals belonging or perceived to 
belong to such groups

CALLING FOR THE MURDER/ANNIHILATION
Content calling for the murder/annihilation of certain groups/individuals belonging or perceived 
to belong to such groups

SERIOUS HATE SPEECH
THE TYPOLOGY OF THE ILLEGAL CONTENT
The European Commission provides the following guidelines to distinguish content inciting to 
bias/ discriminatory hatred or violence.



The swastika symbol,  (right-facing or clockwise) or (left-fac-
ing, counterclockwise, or sauwastika), is an ancient religious 
icon in the cultures of Eurasia. It is used as a symbol of di-
vinity and spirituality in Indian religions, including Hinduism, 
Buddhism and Jainism. 
In the Western world, it was a symbol of auspiciousness and 
good luck until the 1930s when the right-facing tilted form 
became a feature of Nazi symbolism as an emblem of the 
Aryan race. As a result of World War II and the Holocaust, 
many people in the West still strongly associate it with Na-
zism. and antisemitism.

The white supremacist version of the Celtic Cross, which 
consists of a square cross interlocking with or surround-
ed by a circle, is one of the most important and commonly 
used white supremacist symbols. Although usually called a 
Celtic Cross by white supremacists, its origins date to the 
pre-Christian "sun cross" or "wheel cross" in ancient Europe. 
Norwegian Nazis used a version of the symbol in the 1930s 
and 1940s. After World War II, a variety of white suprema-
cist groups and movements adopted the symbol. Today, this 
verson of the Celtic Cross is used by neo-Nazis, racist skin-
heads, Ku Klux Klan members and virtually every other type 
of white supremacist. It has also achieved notoriety as part 
of the logo of Stormfront, the oldest and largest white su-
premacist website in the world.

COMMON HATEFUL MESSAGES / SYMBOLS 
IN SLOVENIA



“Anti-Antifa” images are white supremacist symbols and 
memes directed against antifa activists. Antifa (short for “an-
ti-fascist”) are left-wing and anarchist activists who focus on 
directly confronting white supremacists.

88 is a white supremacist numerical code for "Heil Hitler." H 
is the eighth letter of the alphabet, so 88 = HH = Heil Hitler. 
One of the most common white supremacist symbols, 88 is 
used throughout the entire white supremacist movement, 
not just neo-Nazis. One can find it as a tattoo or graphic 
symbol; as part of the name of a group, publication or web-
site; or as part of a screenname or e-mail address. It is even 
sometimes used as a greeting or sign-off (particularly in 
messages on social networking websites).



HOW TO DEAL WITH HATE SPEECH GRAFFITI?
Racist graffiti or offensive material in public places can be removed by re-
porting it to the CUSTOMER SERVICES or ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
SECTION of the relevant local authority or to SOCIAL HOUSING ASSOCIA-
TION. 

Where graffiti or offensive material is on private property and is visible from 
a public place, your LOCAL AUTHORITY can contact the owner(s) of the 
private property in question and request that the graffiti be removed. 

You can remove the graffiti yourself. Your LOCAL AUTHORITY can supply 
graffiti-cleaning kits to local community groups/residents’ associations to as-
sist with the removal of graffiti in their area. 

In all cases graffiti or offensive material can be reported to the nearest GAR-
DA STATION to determine whether it constitutes an offence under the Crim-
inal Justice (Public Order) Act, 1994 or the Prohibition of Incitement to Ha-
tred Act, 1989.

List of the places, where it is legal to graffiti in Ljubljana: 
https://www.ljubljana.si/sl/aktualno/novo-urejanje-grafitiranja-v-mol/ 

https://www.ljubljana.si/sl/aktualno/novo-urejanje-grafitiranja-v-mol/ 


POSITIVE MESSAGES - USE IN PRACTICE
Here are few examples of decontramination and alternative messages we 
used in the form of badges, stickers, bike bells...



STOP
LGBTIQ+
PHOBIA

www.decontramination.org

www.decontramination.org

HATE
THE

GAYS

LOVE

www.decontramination.org

WHITE
POWER

RANGERS

GO GO

www.decontramination.org

MIGRANTS

OUTWELCOME
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THIS
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